Unusual presentation of cholelithiasis on T1-weighted MR imaging.
Cholelithiasis usually appears on magnetic resonance as a signal void contrasting with the high signal of surrounding bile. We describe the appearance of two intraluminal gallstones as high-signal areas on a heavily T1-weighted scan and, based on infrared spectroscopic analysis of the stones, believe the fatty-acid content of the stones accounts for this unusual result. Increased focal intraluminal signal on strongly T1-weighted sequences does not, therefore, preclude a diagnosis of cholelithiasis.